A notary public or other officer completing this
certificate verifies only the identity of the
individual who signed the document to which this
certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness,
accuracy, or validity of that document.
State of California
}ss.
County of ________ }
On _____________ (date), before me, __________________ (name and title of officer),
personally appeared ______________________ (name of subscribing witness), proved to me to be
the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument, as a witness thereto, on the oath of
_________________ (name of credible witness), a credible witness who is known to me and
provided a satisfactory identifying document. ____________ (name of subscribing witness),
being by me duly sworn, said that he/she was present and saw/heard ___________________
(name[s] of principal[s]), the same person(s) described in and whose name(s) is/are subscribed to
the within or attached instrument in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies) as (a) party(ies) thereto,
execute or acknowledge executing the same, and that said affiant subscribed his/her name to the
within or attached instrument as a witness at the request of ________________ (name[s] of
principal[s]).
WITNESS my hand and official seal.
Signature_____________

(Seal)

The first part of the certificate, indicating in what county the notary public, subscribing
witness and the credible witness appeared before the notary public is the “venue” statement. The
venue statement establishes where the notary public performed the proof of execution, which is
where the subscribing and credible witnesses appeared before the notary public. The “State” is
always California for notaries public, since California notaries public have jurisdiction only
within California. The “County” is the county where the proof of execution was performed, that
is where the subscribing and credible witnesses personally appeared before the notary public,
swore an oath or affirmed, and provided proof of execution. Since a notary public may provide
services anywhere within California, the “County” in the venue statement may not necessarily be
the county where the notary public maintains his or her principal place of business, or the county
where his or her oath and bond are filed, but must be completed with the name of the county in
which the notarial act took place.
The day, month and year must be completed with the date the subscribing and credible
witnesses personally appeared before the notary public. Next to or in place of “name and title of
officer” write the name of the notary public and “notary public.” The name of the subscribing
witness must be completed where indicated after the words “personally appeared” and also
where indicated in the first blank line of the second paragraph. The name of the credible witness
must be inserted where indicated after the words “on the oath of.” The name of the principal, the
person signing the document who has not appeared before the notary public but told the
subscribing witness that he or she signed the document, must be inserted where indicated after
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